
SIMPLE WAYS
TO OUTYIELD YOUR NEIGHBOR.8

Some farmers believe that when they make management decisions to apply fertilizer or 
use fungicides, they are increasing the possible yield level of that hybrid for that year.  

[ THIS COULDN’T BE FURTHER FROM THE TRUTH. ]
MYTH  
Some people believe that we must 
narrow our row spacing, or increase 
our populations upwards of 40,000 
plants in order to achieve yield levels 
above 300 bushels.

TRUTH  
A good hybrid can make over 10 
bushels per thousand plants when its 
product performance is protected, and 
it is placed in the right field.

SOIL CONDITIONS AT PLANTING1 Planting into good soil conditions is a larger contributor to end-of-year yield than planting EARLY. Believe me 
when I tell you, “Don’t risk planting too early into poor conditions.”  Hold off planting until the soil conditions 
are right.  Mother Nature holds the key to the remainder of the growing season, and her environment will 
have a greater impact on your yield than just trying to plant early.

GRID SAMPLE / ZONE SAMPLING2 Grid and/or zone sampling is probably one of the easiest ways to understand what your field needs and 
where.  Each field needs to be treated differently to maximize each field’s productivity.  Grid or zone sample 
every field and apply nutrients as recommended.

*

*

300 bushel corn is a reality. There is over 500 bushel per acre 
potential in each bag of seed you purchase. Every decision that 
we make from the time we open that bag of seed reduces our 
maximum yield potential.
      – Ben Benson    

KEYS TO CONSISTENTLY RAISING 
300 BUSHELS OF CORN PER ACRE

REALITY  
Each decision we make will help 
preserve some of the existing yield 
potential of our hybrids.  That means 
each management decision actually 
protects your product’s ability to 
perform at the highest level. A farmer’s 
#1 goal should be to protect product 
performance. 



IT ALL STARTS AT THE PLANTER3 You must be willing to drive your planter at 4 to 4.2 mph to achieve perfect singulation, seed depth and seed-
to-soil contact.  This is the key to seed emergence as well.  You want all plants to emerge within 12 hours of 
each other.  Anything that emerges 24 hours later will be considered a runt and will never produce a full ear.

HYBRID PLACEMENT4 In 21st century farming no two hybrids should be treated as being equal.  In order to achieve consistently 
higher yields, you must work with a seedsman who knows and understands your fields and your farming 
operation.  This seedsman must have the knowledge and information to properly place the correct hybrid on 
your farm.  If you are still choosing your hybrids and where to plant them, it is time to find a seedsman who 
will do this for you.

MULTIPLE FUNGICIDE APPLICATIONS5 Your corn hybrid should never want for anything.  Scouting for leaf diseases is not something you should be 
doing in your attempt to raise 300 bushel corn.  Your hybrid should be treated with fungicide at least two, if 
not three times, during the growing season.  Protecting your yield means not allowing your plant to get sick.  
Once you visually notice your plant is sick, the damage is irreversible and your yield has already been lost.

TIMING OF FERTILIZER6 In order to achieve 300 bushel corn, it is imperative to apply nitrogen when and where the plant actually 
needs it.  The timing of this is critical, and despite all the tools available for tracking growth stages, this is 
where most people fail.  This is where you turn to a trusted seedsman who knows the ins and outs of his or 
her product.  Working together, you and your seedsman can actively identify nitrogen timing on a per hybrid 
basis.

H2O7 It takes water to raise corn.  There are no ifs, ands, or buts about it.  H2O is imperative to raising 300 bushel 
corn.  In Nebraska, we are notorious for shutting off our pivots too early.  Run that pivot to apply water effec-
tively, and work on delaying your plants dent by keeping your plant alive as long as possible.  This will make 
all the available kernels pack starch, and more importantly, weight.

PLANT THE HIGHEST QUALITY SEED8 It is important to plant the highest quality seed. Seed with poor vigor and lower germination rates will not 
emerge evenly, and, therefore will not be able to produce top yields. You must get a full ear on each plant to 
achieve maximum yields. To do this, you must be planting the highest quality seed available. Every plant that 
emerges late or is out of uniformity will not produce a full ear and will be robbing nutrients from those plants 
around it that have a full ear potential. 

Visit www.bigcob.com 
for more information on how Big Cob Hybrids can help you raise 

more corn and soybeans on every acre, every year.


